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There remains, still and despite everything, so much superhuman
truth in the establishment of die Church that the guileless can be
deceived and approach God through this channel to the point of ceas-
ing to contemplate anything but God himself. But just as Christ told
us: "No man cometh unto the Father but by me," the Church would
like us not to be able to reach Christ save through her. . . .

How many questions that passionately interested the world, that
seemed, in their time, vital, seem idle to us today, not because they
have been solved, but because they have collapsed; yes, collapsed to
the point where we can understand but very dimly how such chalk
could ever be taken for cheese.

To some new converts:
"I shall speak without irony. If I tell you that I am grateful to you,
this is because, in truth, you have taught me much. I have understood
why I cannot, and will not, join you. My heart inclined me to do so,
and that affection I bore you was one of the great weaknesses of my
life. I feared, I repressed every impulse of my thought that might have
hurt you; I even got to the point of not daring to breathe. We have
talked interminably; you knew my integrity; I am grateful to you for
never having questioned it We have discussed; I am not clever in de-
fending myself; and, besides, you did not even attack me: simply you
sought to lead me to think like you, since you had begun to think like
the others, to cease thinking freely. You asked me to accept what you
had accepted yourself, which seemed to me falsehood and seemed to
you Truth. It rather soon appeared to me that we could never under-
stand one another. You accused my resistance of pride and this al-
lowed you to condemn it. You became irritated when I told you: 1 am
leaving you the last word,* for it seemed to you then that, as is said
in fencing, I was giving ground. Well, yes; I want to give ground.
What is the good of reasoning with someone who argues: the proof
that I am right is that it is written: " . .*? I too have fed myself on
the Scriptures; if they taught me differently, this, you say, is because
I interpreted them. The proof that I was wrong is that, agreeing with
the Church, you could not be wrong. You called your way of thinking
orthodoxy, outside of which one could not but reason wrongly; and
bending to yourself the words that Pascal attributes to Christ, you
made God say: in order to find me, give up seeking me. And at the
same time you lodged that God in a Temple whose entrance you
barred to whoever did not begin by submitting and by abdicating all